Clostridium perfringens septicemia with thrombophlebitis of the portal vein.
We report a case of patient with Clostridium perfringens septicemia and thrombophlebitis of the portal vein (pylephlebitis), probably secondary to an initially unrecognized gastric ulcer. The extension of the thrombosis from the superior mesenteric vein to the main portal vein on a repeat CT scan and subsequent partial resolution of the thrombus with antibiotic therapy alone, suggested that Clostridium perfringens bacteremia may have enhanced the formation of thrombus. The coexistence of Clostridium perfringens septicemia and pylephlebitis should prompt a search for intra-abdominal processes as the portal of entry of infection.